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the way of the world to hesitate before it lays the laurel wreath 
on the grave of mortality become immortal. 



The truth is oue thing, the truth in love is quite another; 
yet, whether it is of individuals or of nations, the truth to be 
really effective must be spoken in love. Mr. Collier's admittedly 
" acquired taste " for the English gives to almost every page of 
his very readable and suggestive book* a certain tartness not 
unlike too much lemon in the mayonnaise. Unconsciously he 
has borrowed something from his subject, perhaps, and is more 
austere than amiable, more advisory than persuasive. He takes 
the national manner and national gastronomies somewhat too 
seriously for cosmopolitan ease, and long as he has lived in Eng- 
land he still looks at the English rather than with them. This 
is, necessarily, to miss somewhat the collective meaning, how- 
ever closely may be translated the individual word. Mr. Collier 
seems inclined to criticise the English more for what they are 
not than for what they are, and he recurringly blames them for 
falling below their avowed ideals. But can any people be judged 
thus and be judged fairly? England's supreme achievement is, 
by the example of her success, however partial, to have inspired 
in all peoples a love of freedom. And, however lamentable her 
shortcomings, just as all other birds are fabled to have learned 
nest-building from the magpie, so all modern governments have 
gone, consciously or unconsciously, to England for their political 
models. Politically, she has, at all events, taught even her con- 
quered subjects their aspirations. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Collier does see, perceive and understand a 
great deal, and sets down clearly and frankly his impressions and 
inferences. The chapter entitled "An English Country Town" 
is the most charming, perhaps, because the nearest to the au- 
thor's heart; while that on "Sport" contains matter the least 
generally known and most suggestive. 

It is the more serious portions of the book, however, which 
cause demur. To speak of the Japanese on one page as "var- 
nished savages" and on another to place them scientifically 
beside Germany and the United States is surely a contradiction 

* " England and the English. From an American Point of View." By 
Price Collier. New York: Charles Scribnert Sons, 1909. 
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in thought and in terms; while to suggest that an immediate 
war with Germany is the surest and quickest way to restore the 
toppling balance of England's commercial power — is much like 
advising a man to spend his principal in order to increase his 
income. These summary pronouncements and hasty conclusions 
cannot but cast doubt upon the capable author's own acumen 
and judgment — a doubt by no means deserved. For Mr. Collier's 
very noticeable book holds much just criticism with generous and 
appreciative admiration as well. It will appeal not only to those 
whose taste is acquired, but also to those whose love is inborn; 
and it offers more sagacious observation of a general kind than 
the American dwelling in England is usually able to give. 

It remains only to speak a word in praise of Mr. Collier's lucid 
and fluent style — a style built upon the best English models and 
the outcome of trained craftsmanship. 



"The people fancy they hate poetry, and they are all poets 
and mystics!" exclaimed Emerson. It is a pleasing affirmation, 
even if it does not compel unquestioning acceptance. A sufficient- 
ly deep probe would no doubt discover the potential mystic and 
poet in even those of us who are, as Jules Laforgue might say, 
most irreclaimably quotidian. Let us hug the thought to our 
bosoms for an ultimate solace. The detached observer of the 
literary show, in its contemporary processes, has need of some 
such solace. Certainly it is a rare experience to hear, among 
the clamorous and strident voices which to-day fill with noise 
the literary market-place, the voice of the writer who is both 
poet and mystic — rare enough in that enclosure which is set apart 
for the formal poet and almost never manifest in any less definite- 
ly consecrated region. 

What is to be said of a writer who, in our immediate day, 
ventures to discourse, without the spice of paradox or the sooth- 
ing balm of sentimentality, of such matters as Solitude, Detach- 
ment, the Service of Books, the Use of Symbols, Dreams and 
Visions, and who speaks of them gravely, profoundly, uncom- 
promisingly: as, in short, a poet and mystic? It is an adventure 
to daunt the most implacable of philosophers, the most confirmed 
of visionaries: yet it has been undertaken and accomplished in 
a book which is as indisputably modern in impulse and quality 



